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and has taken off. Although the VSO
doesn't actually play in it, it hired
these two pros and up-and-coming
musicians from around town to
introduce preschoolers to the won-
ders of Mozart and Mahler.

Babies and Beethoven?

You bet, say the sisters, who are as
bubbly as spritzers. They offer a 40-
minute, smooth-as-Pablum show
that has little ones and adults swal-
lowing classical music without so
much as a hiccup.

The pair, who call themselves
Identical Harmony, have divided
long classical scores into bite-size
chunks and sugar-coated them with
storytelling, sing-along scores and

gram described as ‘pure energy.’

lots of actions. This is one show
where sitting still and being quiet
are not encouraged,

On this particular morning, the
sisters have woven their Bartok
repertoire around a garden theme.
Big flowers sprout with whimsical
fury in vases on stage. In the middle
are three bright orange pumpkins.
Musical scores are interspersed
with a magical trip through the gar-
den, featuring the twins and four
local music students who demon-
strate their instruments for tiny
observant eyes.

The two sisters, who offer the
same program with the Seattle Sym-

phony Orchestra, believe strongly in
what they are doing. They can cite
research showing that the synapses
in all those little brains are firing like
wildfire, meaning the time is ripe for
musical exposure.

“The research all suggests that
sound enrichment develops the
wheels of the brain to respond more
thoroughly to language,” said Alli-
son. When it comes to children, “1
would say music is their first lan-
guage and language is their second.”

“We call it 42 minutes of pure
energy,” said Allison in advance of
the latest Vancouver show. “We are
having a ball of course and if we are
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one show to the next.”

The Tiny Tots program dovetails
with the relatively recent notion that
big symphonies aren’t just for big
Saturday night concerts for men in
suits and women in evening dress-
es.
They are searching for ways to
move into the community and reach
everyone from babies to scniors,
said Wallin.

One of the great things about the
Tiny Tots series, added Wallin, is it
showcases music students from
around the city who work with Alli-
son and Sebenius. For parents in the
audience, the students plant the
seeds of an idea of a musical educa-
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many, many children to want more

music at home.”
yzacharias@png.canwest.com

AT A GLANCE

THE VSO'S TINY TOTS

Four times a year on Fridays and
Saturdays.

At the Vancouver Playhouse The-
atre downtown, Terry Fox Theatre
in Port Coquitlam and Kay Meek
Centre in West Vancouver.

Tickets, $11.50; phone 604-876-3434.



